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Summer is in the air, and we can’t believe another month at
the Columbus Center has come to an end. We’ve had a
little break and will be back to school June 10th-27th. We
are so amazed at the progress of so many of our students.
Their dedication, grit, and desire to learn is inspiring. We
love hearing their stories and learning from their examples
and experiences. Each person’s story is different, and it’s a
reminder that every person on this planet has a story. We
are all children of a loving God who cares for us and helps
us in our individual pursuits and desires of our hearts.

One of our favorite parts of each class session is the fact we
open each day with an opening prayer and a 15-minute
devotional. I love to hear the students pray (in their own
language) for help from God to learn English. They know
they can’t do it alone, and it’s sweet to hear them reach out
to a higher power for the help they need. The devotionals
are also a wonderful chance for our teachers to share their
love, support, and an inspirational thought for our students.
They’ve given amazing thoughts about grit, how to pray,
American history, perseverance, courage, loving yourself,
loving others, service, and many more. Each time our hearts
are touched by the outpouring of love from our volunteers
to our students and vice versa.

There is something special that happens when we come
together to help our fellow men. Whether it’s our teachers
or the hundreds of youth, teens, committee members, and
volunteers who come to the center, their selfless service
creates a special bond and feeling at the center. This feeling
is one we will cherish and remember for many years to
come. May God bless each of you for your goodness and
efforts in this important cause.

~Shandra & Todd Madsen, Directors Herriman CAEC.

DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE

UPCOMING EVENTS
Last day of Spring
Semester June 27th!
First day of Fall Semester
August 5th

Monthly Preparedness
Class: Food Storage
Cooking Demo. June 27
11 a.m.-12 p.m. 
Taught by Shandra with
lots of samples to try!



UPCOMING EVENTS 
School starts

again this week
(June 10-13th)!

NO school all of July!
Thank you for your

amazing service is this
first semester! It’s gone

better than any of us
could ever have

imagined. 



UPCOMING EVENTS 



VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHTSSPOTLIGHTS

Teen Program Volunteer
MOGAN FOUNTAIN

We are looking for more volunteers wanting to work with teens! 
If interested, please contact Shelley Cundick at 801-232-8168

What is your role at the Columbus Center?
I’m part of the Teen Program helping those teens ages 12-17 in the community. The teens meet every
Tuesday and Wednesday evening from 6:30-9 p.m. Even though I’m only able to be there once a month
it’s a great opportunity to meet these youth and help them in anyway I can. We need more help, so come
help if you are able!

Why did you want to serve at the Columbus Center?
I love working with the youth in general, and felt this opportunity would be another avenue to to work with
great kids. I think it’s important to get outside of your comfort zone and get outside of yourself for a bit to
serve and help others where you can. This opportunity provided that chance for me.  

Tell us about your family
I have 3 sons who are 16, 14 and 9. My husband’s name is Will and he’s a lawyer for a local software
company. I am currently in school through BYU Pathways and am going into Professional Studies. I spend
my time doing homework, helping my boys get to where they need to be and am a substitute in the
District. I love helping youth at the schools and being with my boys when I can. 

What have you learned from serving at the Columbus Center?
Even though we’re all from different back grounds and have different educational opportunities we can
all learn from each other and grow together and serve one another. I’ve also learned of the enormous
need for these youth in our community who could use a lot of help, support and influence. 

What would you share with someone trying to decide if they should volunteer at the CAEC?
You won’t regret it. It will be a sacrifice but you’ll be grateful and happy that you chose to do it. 

How long have you lived in Herriman?
 I’ve lived in Herriman 7 years. I love the community feel, the
mountains, hiking and all of the great people. 

How did you hear about the Columbus Center?
From a friend who encouraged me to sign up to help.



ZACK LEISTER 
TEACHER SPOTLIGHTSSPOTLIGHTS

How did you hear about the Columbus Center?
I first heard about the Columbus Center on Instagram and immediately knew that I wanted to be a part of it. I am
very grateful to everyone that has helped get it up and running and I think it is and will continue to be one of the
most important organizations in our community.
 
Why did you want to serve at the Columbus Center?
I spoke Vietnamese while serving an LDS mission in Australia and I taught English frequently as a part of that
experience. I saw what a difference being able to speak the native language meant in the lives of those amazing
people and was eager to have that experience again.

What have you learned from serving at the Columbus Center?
First and foremost I have learned how much God loves us. I’m not a big believer in coincidence and I’m grateful
for the opportunity to serve our amazing students, and grateful that they have the opportunity to be here with us.
I have learned to be even more grateful for the blessings that I have as a citizen of our great country, and respect
for the great sacrifices our students make in their personal lives, with most working long days, taking care of their
families, AND being diligent in working on their language skills to improve their lives and maximize the
contributions they make in our communities. I’ve also learned some additional background about a few grammar
rules about my native language that I didn’t fully understand! :D
 
What would you share with someone trying to decide if they should volunteer at the CAEC?
For anyone thinking about volunteering at the Columbus Center There are two critical things to understand: 1)
You DO NOT need teaching experience or Spanish language skills. 2) You will be appreciated more than you can
imagine and you will quickly learn to love those whom you are serving. My Tuesday evenings at the Columbus
Center are the consistently the highlight of my week.

Tell us about your family.
I am married to an absolutely wonderful kindergarten
teacher named Heather. I have 4 children, Emma, Sydney,
Owen, and Jaimi, all of whom think I am the most hilarious
person on the planet ;).
 
How long have you lived in Herriman?
We moved to Herriman from Boise 11 years ago and
absolutely love it here. It’s truly remarkable to see all the
change that has happened in that time.

Teacher, Tues. PM



Tell Us About Yourself and Your Family: 
I have 2 adult kids, a girl who is 26 and a son who is 23. They are both studying at universities
here in Utah, UVU and BYU, respectively.
 

My husband and I met after our university studies in Salt Lake City and got married in 1996.
We moved to New Hampshire, then to Texas and then in 2012 we came to Herriman. In 1997, I
certified as an ESL paraprofessional and began to work in schools both in Utah and in New
Hampshire with ESL students. I have long loved working with people from other countries.
And I learned Spanish in California as a volunteer missionary for my church in 1990. I majored
in Spanish and use it weekly with friends, clients and colleagues.
I love to travel, dance, read, eat good food (cooked by someone else), volunteer and meet
new people.

TEACHERSPOTLIGHTSSPOTLIGHTS

Teacher 
Monday Evenings

ROBYN BUCKWALTER

How did you hear about the Columbus Center and why did you want to serve at the
Columbus Center? 
I heard about Columbus adult education Center from Facebook through community postings
and couldn’t wait to get involved because I have spoken Spanish and worked & volunteered
with Latinos for over 30 years. I’ve lived in two foreign countries and studied several foreign
languages. I am a huge fan of the beautiful people all over the world, and have a strong desire
to help those who come here seeking a better life find that better life as they increase that
opportunity by learning English. Because I speak Spanish fluently and able to connect with
Latinos from almost every country that speak Spanish, my life has been very enriched. I love
the opportunity to rub shoulders with and get to know all of the wonderful cultures coming
here to Utah.



STUDENT SPOTLIGHTSSPOTLIGHTS
Venezuela

JOSE ALEXIS “ALEX” SANABRIA DUARTE

How long have you lived in Utah? 
3 2 years and 5 months.

Do you like living in Utah?

What brought you to Utah?
My friend called me one day and asked how I was doing. I said “Meh, I’m doing okay.” And then my
friend told me of the opportunities I could have if I moved to Utah. So, I made the difficult, and scary,
decision to leave Venezuela. My family joined me in Utah later. 

How do you feel about the Columbus Center?

I am much more successful at learning English here at the center than I was back in
school. It is a special place for me because I feel very loved here

Do you have a family?

Yes, I live with my wife, my daughter, and my son. 

How do you feel about your teachers?

My teachers are awesome. All of the teachers here are really great. 

Why do you want to learn English?
I want to learn English to be able to communicate with those around me. The national
language is English, so that is what I need to speak. I also want to be able to get a better
job, and to do that I need to speak better English.

What is your dream?
My dream is to build a beautiful life for my children, and then for them to be able to build
a beautiful life for themselves and their future families here, in Utah.

Utah is a wonderful place. It is so relaxed, and full of beautiful, respectful
people. It is a special place for my kids; we are all very happy here.



STUDENT SPOTLIGHTSSPOTLIGHTS
Maracaibo, Venezuela

JESUS PEREZ

How long have you lived in Utah? 
One year.Do you like living in Utah?

 I love it, it is the promised land. full of much love and peace. full of love for our Heavenly
Father. Thank you so much Utah!
What brought you to Utah?
I think it was a nice blessing from our Heavenly Father because I had no reason to come
to Utah other than a cousin's recommendation. However, I arrived and was baptized in
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. That was the most important reason. It’s
beautiful that the Lord has me in Utah.
How do you feel about the Columbus Center?
an excellent institution that provides an exceptional English program for all adults from
different countries, creeds and religions. An institution that ensures the knowledge of its
students and seeks the greatest achievements for each of the students who attend.
school full of love for others where not only English classes are taught, it is an institution
that provides great opportunities, full of warmth and human quality.

Do you have a family?

How do you feel about your teachers?
For my teachers I feel admiration and respect. Their support, their love and commitment to
attending and giving everything in the different classes to give us all the tools to learn the
English language. That makes them unique. I feel so grateful for each one that I will be with
them all my life. grateful for everything you do, for all of us. May our beloved heavenly
father bless you and take care of you always.
Why do you want to learn English?
I want to learn English to be able to communicate better with my friends and brothers, to
be able to give my testimony in this beautiful language in the church, to have greater
employment opportunities and to be able to study and revalidate my profession in this
great country,
What is your dream?
I am already living a dream to be in this beautiful country and above all in the land of Zion.
Another of my dreams, to be able to practice my profession in this great country, I have a
master's degree in sports sciences, I am a former national judo team of my country, I have
a degree in physiotherapy graduated from the central university of Venezuela. Another
dream is to be able to change the lives of many families through the gospel of Jesus
Christ.

Yes I have two daughters.



VOLUNTEERS NEEDEDNEEDED



VOLUNTEERS NEEDEDNEEDED



YOUTHGROUPSGROUPSWANTED



HELP SUPPORT CAECCAEC



RECENT EVENTS  IN THE CLASSROOM

Our students and
teachers are 

the best!



RECENT EVENTS  IN THE CLASSROOM

Our volunteers are amazing!

Our students did
an awesome
conversation

activity to see how
much they are

learning



RECENT EVENTS  IN THE CLASSROOM

Devotionals are a wonderful time
for teachers to share their love and

insight with our students!



RECENT EVENTS  WITH THE YOUTH

Memorial Day we had a
special presentation and

activites for the adults
and youth to help

appreciate America.



RECENT EVENTS  WITH THE COMMUNITY

Huge thank you
to HHS Music

class who put on
a concert where
all the proceeds

went to the CAEC

Gavin from
Shield Safety put
on an awesome

First Aid Class as
part of our

monthly
preparedness

efforts!



STUDENT CORNERCORNER



STUDENT RESOURCESRESOURCES



STUDENT RESOURCESRESOURCES

Two Thursday’s a month at Athlos Charter
School. Follow on FB for more info. 



STUDENT RESOURCESRESOURCES



STUDENT RESOURCESRESOURCES



STUDENT RESOURCESRESOURCES





We care about the people, communities, and environment where we live and
operate. We honor our rich heritage and are finding better ways to provide
copper and other essential materials the world needs for everyday living.

TAP TO LEARN MORE

DIAMOND SPONSORS

SUPPORT SPONSORSour

https://www.riotinto.com/en/Operations/us/kennecott


DIAMOND SPONSORS

SUPPORT SPONSORSour



DIAMOND SPONSORS

SUPPORT SPONSORSour



DIAMOND SPONSORS

SUPPORT SPONSORSour



GOLD & PLATINUM SPONSORS

SUPPORT SPONSORSour



GOLD & PLATINUM SPONSORS

SUPPORT SPONSORSour



GOLD & PLATINUM SPONSORS

SUPPORT SPONSORSour



SILVER SPONSORS

SUPPORT SPONSORSour

Become a 
Sponsor!

Become a 
Sponsor!

Become a 
Sponsor!


